[Immunohistochemical double labelling studies on liver tissues superinfected with hepatitis C virus and hepatitis B virus].
To explore the relatiship between hepatitis C virus (HCV) and hepatitis B virus (HBV) replication in liver tissue of patients superinfected with HCV and HBV. The expresion and distribution of HCVAg and HBVAg in paraffin-embeded liver tissue from 25 autopsy cases were studied with immunohistochemical double labelling techniques using monoclonal anti-HCV NS3 and anti-HCV NS5 as well as polyclonal anti-HBs and anti-HBc. HBsAg and HCV NS3 or NS5 antigen were detected at the same section in 11 and 12 cases, and HBcAg and HCV NS3 or NS5 antigen in each 10 cases, respectively. Nearly all of the specimens with single labelling stained positive tissue for HC-VAg or HBVAg were also those positive with double labelling studies for HCVAg and HBVAg. The distribution of HCV and HBV infected hepatocytes was characterized as diffuse and single or cluster scattered in liver lobular. There were no differences in expression related to replication such as membranous, cytoplasmic type of HBsAg or cytoplasmic type of HBcAg and the cases positive for HCV NS3Ag or HCV NS5Ag between the group of HCV superinfected with HBV and the group infected with single HCV or HBV (chi 2 = 0.154 and 0.198, P > 0.05). The results suggested that there was no interference or suppression each other in liver tissues superinfected with HCV and HBV.